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Consumers across Asia are the most prolific users of mobile messaging and are forecast to further drive 

message volume in 2008, a research firm said on Thursday.

Nearly 1.5 trillion mobile messages were sent in the Asia-Pacific region over the past 12 months, accounting 

for 78.9 per cent of all SMS traffic globally last year, said a Gartner's report.

Nearly 2.3 trillion SMS messages are expected to be transmitted in 2008, a 19.6 per cent increase from the 2007

figure.

The usage of text and picture messaging is also forecast to increase across Asia, Gartner said, but growth rates 

are likely to slow down as the mobile market becomes increasingly saturated.

Outside Asia, mobile messaging usage is set to increase in North America, Western Europe and Africa.

The annual growth rate for SMS revenue in major markets was 29 per cent from 2002 to 2006, the company 

said, but this is expected to fall to 9.9 per cent over the next five years.

"Consumers have grown accustomed to large or unlimited bundles of inclusive SMS as part of their basic 

cellular service package," The Business Times quoted Nick Ingelbrecht, Gartner research director, as saying.
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"Carriers should plan for a future of much reduced margins on messaging services," he said.

© 2008 AAP

Brought to you by 

When you see news happening: SMS/MMS: 0406 THE AGE ( ), or email us. More

Email

Print

Normal font

Large font

JANUARY SALE!! Subscribe to The Age and save over 70%*

SPONSORED LINKS

Related coverage

2:18AM Deal perhaps Thursday on Bush's economic stimulus plan: WHouse

2:08AM Bomber kills Iraqi police chief as he visits blast scene

1:55AM Kosovo's independence a matter of days away: Thaci

Home | National | World | Opinion | Business | Technology | Sport | Entertainment

CLASSIFIEDS Jobs | Real Estate | Cars | Dating | Place a classified ad

Sitemap | Subscribe | Privacy | Contact Us | Conditions | Member Agreement |

Copyright © 2008. The Age Company Ltd.

News

Breaking News

National

World

Opinion

Your say

Blog Central

Letters

In Depth

Investigations

Weather

Oddspot

Archives

Home

Entertainment

Film

0406 843 243


