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— Texts aim to fight Aids in Kenya
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In addition, text messages are popular, easy to use and
cheap.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/4054475.stm 11/13/2006



BBC NEWS | Technology | Texts aim to fight Aids in Kenya Page 2 of 3

Though standard texts are limited to 160 characters, the J | News fe
team behind the Kenyan project does not see this as an
obstacle.

"People can sign on to receive a tip a day on HIV/Aids related
issues, that can range from the use of antiretrovirals to
issues regarding how they need to take care of themselves",
said One World's business manager in Kenya, Anthony
Mwaniki.

The star of the project, however, is a question and answer
service, where people are able to text questions via their
mobiles.

"These questions are received by us as an e-mail. Then we
look at those questions from our database and we give the
appropriate response, and this response is then sent back to
the person's mobile phone as an SMS," explained Mr
Mwaniki.

Language expansion

On a first stage, the service will operate exclusively in
English, but a Swabhili version will follow suit.

"We are beginning to look at
ways of doing that, because
people told us they are
enjoying the information they
are getting, but would want to
have it in Swabhili," Mr Mwaniki
told the BBC's Go Digital

programme.
"We already have our HIV The One World team also plans to offer
database translated into the service in Swahili

Swahili, and we will be having the SMS community service
also available in that language.”

Nearly two-thirds of the people who die from Aids live in
Sub-Saharan Africa. There are more than 25 million people
with HIV living in the region.
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