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19/3 - Crant Thornton event
on employment issues, 8-
10.45am, Science Park.
Caroline Lambert 01908
359654

19/3 - Business Weekly's
Business Awards, Queens’
College.

19/3 — Property Networking, 6-
7pm, NW Brown, Richmond
House, 16 Regent Street.
Nicole.Cole@nwbrown.co.uk
19/3 - Sixty Shades of Scarlet,
private wealth breakfast
seminar on co-habiting
implications, Mills & Reeve,
Botanic House, Hills Road.
0844 561 0011

19/3 — Marketing & the Law,
with Louisa Dixon of Taylor
Vinters, ARM. Chartered
Institute of Marketing.
http://bit.ly/Zltdgce

20/3 — Masterclass in evaluating
technology, 9.30am-4pm,
Moller Centre.
ssb@captum.com

20/3 — Cambridge innovation
for low carbon vehicles, 5.30-
8pm, Ricardo, 400 Science
Park. www.
cambridgecleantech.org.uk
21/3 — Cambridge News &
Cambridge Business magazine
Business Awards, King's
College.

21/3 — Budget Seminar,
Duxford Imperial War
Museum, 8-10.30am,
jturner@pem.co.uk

21/3 — BDO Budget Briefing,
Hilton Doubletree, Mill Lane.
4-7pm. tin.ferris@bdo.co.uk
21/3 - First free creative
accelerator workshop for
businesses.
info@wysingartscentre.org
21/3 — informal networking
evening, Holiday Inn,
Impington, 5-7pm. www.
cambridgeshirechamber.co.uk
21/3 — Future Business Centre —
public launch event, 5-7pm,
Judge Business School, with Sir
Ronald Cohen.

21-22/3 — National Planning
Policy Framework conference
organised by Cambridge
Architectural Research on
behalf of the Government’s
Planning Advisory Service,
Clare College. (01223) 460475
23/3 — New bindings — make
your own book or album.
Brignell Bookbinders
Workshop, 9.30am-4.30pm.
barry@brignellbookbinders.
com

25/3 — Purpose, plans & profit,
Cambridge Christians
Professional Network, 7-9pm,
Legros franck, 57 Hills Road.
www.ccpn.org.uk

CELEBRATING BUSINESS:
MP George Freeman

26/3 — Dave Roberts, founder
of Cambridge Rock Festival,
The White Horse, Eaton Socon,
6pm. www.business
networkingcambs.co.uk

27/3 — Member induction
event, 9.30-11am, Enterprise
House, Vision Park, Histon.
Chamber of Commerce. www.
cambridgeshirechamber.co.uk
27/3 — Tektronix seminar on
validating embedded wireless
designs. teresa.fagg
@cambridgewireless.co.uk
27/3 — Lending Clinic, free
event at Kings Restaurant,
Kingston Passage, High Street,
Newmarket, 5.30-7pm, to
encourage small businesses to
borrow. Sue Foster at Barclays
07775 543040

5/4 — Social Media in 2013 — it
is not what it used to be, with
lan McKendrick. The Very Early
Lunch Club, 7.30am, Anglesey
Abbey, Lode.
cambridge@thebestof.co.uk
5-11/4 — 2013 Celebration of
Business in Ely Cathedral. Guest
speakers include George
Freeman MP for Mid Norfolk,
and David Thomson, Bishop of
Huntingdon. Tom Green 07768
390966

8/4 — “Cambridge is bursting at
the seams” — debate at
Cambridge Union organised by
Cambridge Forum for the
Construction Industry, 6.30pm.
Edward Coe (01954) 780229
10/4 — Antiques appreciation &
wine tasting, 6-7pm, NW
Brown, Richmond House,
Regent Street.
Nicole.Cole@nwbrown.co.uk
11/4 — Joint ICT KTN &
Cambridge Wireless security &
defence special interest group.
teresa.fagg@cambridgewireless.
co.uk

17/4 - ARM — networking
session on copyright & design.
teresa.fagg@cambridgewireless.
co.uk

Entrepreneurship on the high seas

By KEN BANKS, recipient of the Cambridge News and
Cambridge Business magazine Special Award for Social

Entrepreneurship last year.

promising young technology

companies around the world to
meet local business leaders and
investors may not be the most
conventional way of helping scale and
grow their ventures, but that’s
precisely what Unreasonable at Sea
is attempting in a bold
experiment in global
entrepreneurship.

A few weeks ago, 11
technology startups joined
world class mentors on a
voyage which will see them
pitch their business ideas and
innovations in 13 countries
over 100 days. Between ports
representatives from the likes of
Google, SAP, Mozilla, IBM, Microsoft
and Stanford’s design school will help them
refine their pitches, engage in rapid
prototyping and help tighten the business,
branding and marketing plans for their
products.

“Unreasonable at Sea is a radical
experiment in global entrepreneurship,
designed to scale-up effective technological
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solutions to the greatest challenges of our
time,” says Daniel Epstein, founder of
Unreasonable at Sea. “We are an accelerator
programme for creative misfits and tech-
entrepreneurs who want to take their
ventures into new international markets.”

Diverse markets
In exchange for a small percentage of equity
or future profits, companies selected
to join the voyage vary widely from
the likes of Solar Ear, producers
of the world’s first digitally
programmable and
rechargeable hearing aid, to
Evolving Technologies,
developers of radically
affordable medical devices for
maternal care in emerging
markets.
Vita Beans Neural Solutions is
another start-up on board: “While all studies
agree that teachers are the most important
component of any education system, we're
facing a global shortage of 8 million
teachers,” says Anand Joshi, one of the three
founders taking part in the voyage.
“The only way to truly democratise

education is to democratise access to quality
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teachers. Train a teacher and you will
transform the lives of hundreds of students.”

This belief led Vita Beans to create a
“gamified” teaching, teacher training and
open certification platform. Called Guru-G,
it helps teachers learn new teaching skills
and lesson plans, and monitors their
progress. Guru-G has been adopted by
schools across 10 states in India and its
founders hope to refine the idea for other
markets, and take the idea global.
Unreasonable at Sea seemed like the perfect
opportunity to do this.

Partners at sea

For the venture, Unreasonable at Sea has
teamed up with Stanford’s design school and
another initiative, Semester at Sea. Operated
by the non-profit US-based Institute for
Shipboard Education, Semester at Sea aims
to “educate individuals with the global
understanding necessary to address the
challenges of our interdependent world” by
giving students the opportunity to spend one
university term out of the classroom on the
MV Explorer.

Aboard the 25,000 ton “travelling
campus”, their time is spent working on a
mixture of rigorous coursework with in-
country field assignments and project-based
learning.

Students also get the opportunity to hear
from the Unreasonable at Sea start-ups and
mentors. “Fireside chats” are held in the
evenings while the ship is at sea giving
students the opportunity to hear stories of
success — and failure — first-hand from
leading innovators and entrepreneurs.

Workshops and guest lectures also give the
students the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to interact and work directly with them. The

entrepreneurs in turn get access to hundreds
of keen and eager volunteers.

A typical day for the entrepreneurs starts
with breakfast between 7-8.30am, followed
by a 90-minute mentor-led workshop. These
cover a range of topics from brand creation
and marketing through to rapid prototyping
exercises led by Tom Chi, Google’s “rapid
prototyping genius”. For the rest of the day
the majority of start-ups perfect, tweak, and
adjusting their business models and products
before arrival in the next port, or guest
lecturing in Semester at Sea classes.

Lasting legacy

As part of Unreasonable’s wider mission,
boot camps have been organised in a number
of countries to let people meet the mentors,
staff and start-ups taking part in the voyage.
The next boot camp, described as “cross-
cultural and experiential learning for the global
community”, is due to take place in Cape
Town on March 25.

It's unclear what will ultimately happen to
the 11 companies aboard MV Explorer, and
whether their ideas will take hold in the ways
they hope. But if introducing the hundreds of

students aboard, and countless more ashore,
to entrepreneurship inspires them to take on
some of the bigger problems facing the world,
its legacy could be far greater.

B Ken Banks is the founder of kiwanja.net and
FrontlineSMS. He specialises in the application
of mobile technology for social good and has
worked at the intersection of technology,
anthropology, conservation and development
for 20 years. He is one of 20 Unreasonable at
Sea mentors and is taking part in a voyage

between Hong Kong and India. Follow him on

Twitter at @kiwanja.
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Breathe life into device
to save children’s lives

CAMBRIDGE Design
Partnership is looking for a
manufacturing partner to
turn a piece of military kit
into a life-saving device in
the developing world.

CDP’s Oxygen
Concentrator was
originally developed in
2011 as a way of
delivering life-saving
oxygen to the frontline. It
works by cycling air
pressure in chambers
filled with a gas-absorbing
substance to concentrate
atmospheric oxygen to
95% purity, and can work
without mains electricity.

Four million children die
each year through
respiratory distress
syndrome and pneumonia
after birth. A large portion
of these deaths could
potentially be prevented
through the provision of
adequate and timely
oxygen supplies, CDP
says.

“The Oxygen Concentrator
won the Defence and
Security award at The

Engineer Technology and
Innovation Awards 2011.
Following this success we
set out to identify
opportunities to put this
work and research to
wider use and extend it
beyond the military,” said
David Foster, a CDP
partner.

CDP commissioned the
Judge Business School to
examine alternative
markets in developing
world countries for which
its design might be
applicable. The resulting
feasibility study identified a
clear and potentially life
changing demand for the
device across huge
swathes of Africa and
South Asia.

To discuss potential
partnerships to help
support the development
of the Oxygen
Concentrator, or for more
information, contact David
Foster at Cambridge
Design Partnership on
djf@cambridge-
design.co.uk.

AVEILLANT has secured
£6.75m in new funding to
roll out its 3D holographic
radar which solves
problems posed by wind
turbines to aircraft.

The Cambridge company,
a spin out from Cambridge
Consultants, and based on
the science park, will now
go into full scale
manufacture and says it is
demonstrating its
technology at Prestwick
and Glasgow airports in
the next few weeks. A long-
term development system
is already in place at
Cambridge Airport.

Wind turbine “clutter” is
one of the largest
obstacles holding back

wind development in this
country, Aveillant says.

“There is more energy
capacity being held up in
the planning process
because of aviation radar
issues than on the
ground,” Aveillant says,
adding that its technology
will unlock the
development of many wind
farms.

This round of funding has
been led by ESB
Novusmodus, with further
funding from DFJ Esprit at
Cambourne and
Cambridge Consultants. In
addition, The Aviation
Investment Fund Company
is converting its loans to
Aveillant into equity.

Open window of opportunity

DOORS and windows
company Kloeber at
Somersham is giving away
tickets to the National
Homebuilding &
Renovating Show at
Birmingham NEC from

Thursday to Sunday.

The company has a stand
at the show and tickets are
worth £17 each.
www.kloeber.co.uk/main/
exhibitions



